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William M ount, Eſq; 


TREASURER of St. Thomas's-Hoſpital 


Dear $I R, 


Take the liberty to inſcribe the following ſer- 

mon to your name; well knowing the high eſ- 

teem you had of your worthy predeceſſor, whole 
death gave occaſion for it. 

As it happened to be my turn to preach at the Mer- 
chants-lefture, the tueſday immediately following the 
interment of his precious remains; I thought it very fit 
to take a public notice of this public Joſs. Such ſtrokes 


of providence have a loud voice: and G OD expects, 


that when the righteous die, the living ſhould lay it 
to heart. 

My intimacy with the deceaſed was of longer date, 
than with any (unrelated) friend I have in the world ; 
except yourſelf, Our acquaintance indeed is of an 
older ſtanding ; and our friendſhip without any inter- 
ruption ; the circumſtances of which I review with 
pleaſure. By this means I have known your manner 
of life; and have obſerved many amiable poem, 

an 


k 


42 


have reached their heavenly home already. 


iv DEDICATION. 


and an exemplary behaviour, which are your glory 


and honour; and Which, I doube.not. will be.amply 
rewarded in a better world : where I hope we ſhall in 


GOD's due time happily meet; and again ſee our 
chriſtian friends, who have got the ſtart of us, and 


I know 1 ſhould offend, were - I to enter into any 
part of your worthy character : I therefore deny my- 
ſelf the pleaſure; earueſtly wiſhing, that piety to 
G OD, compaſſion to the neceſſitous and miſerable, 
benevolence and good-will to all men, together with 
every other grace and virtue, may ftill ſhine in you 
every day with a brighter luftre ; till you commence 
perfect in glory. 
I pray G OD preferve your valuable life, and 
ſtrengthen you for the buſineſs and difficultics of 
your new ſtation ; which, I doubt not, you will fill 
up with the higheſt honour and fidelity, 

I wiſh a rich ſupply of divine bleſſings, for this and 
the next world, to yourſelf and all your family: and 


am, with the mok fancere affection, 


Dear Sir. 7. 
Yours in the bonds o FS 
invielable friendſhip, 


Hampſtead, 
July 15, 1748 


2 SAM. i. 26. 
am di ſtreſſed for thee, my. brother 


Jonathan! 


MONGS T all che troubles of human life, per- 
haps no one is more acute and pungent, than the 
death of our valuable friends: this ſtrikes, like a 
dagger into every heart, that is capable of friendſhip, and makes 
it bleed and mourn: all the tender paſſions are rouſed upon the 
ſad occaſion; and with great difficulty the ruttted ſpirits are 8 
in tolerable decorum. 

The grand buſineſs of a chriſtian is to labour a proper de- 
portment under afflictive providences, and to bring his mind into 
a placid reſignation to the ſovereign ruler of the world, when he 
ſees fit to ſtrike any of his comforts dead: it highly becomes us 
in ſuch a ſeaſon of ſorrow, to be ſilent, but not ſullen; our paſ- 
ſions ſhould be compoſed, and the mind at reſt, upon chriſtian 
principles; and theſe indeed are ſufficient, when ſeriouſly conſi- 
dered, to check tumultuous paflions in the ſoul, even upon the 
moſt mournfal occurrences. 

The death of our friends has an awakening call to ſurvivors, 
And ſhould be carefully improved: the voice of GOD ſpeaks 
foudly in them, and many a good leſſon may we learn from 


them: we ſhould not therefore divert our thoughts by leading 
„ oy them 
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them into another channel ; but we muſt meditate ſeriouſly up- 
on ſuch awful diſpenſations, get all the good we can out of them, 
have our minds ſuitably affected with them, and behave with a 
chriſtian ſubmiſſion under them. 

Eſpecially, when G OD removes from us any perſons of great 
worth, and eminent ufefulneſs, we ſhould attend to the alarm, 
be ſenſible that his hand is gone out againſt us, and ſeriouſly en- 
quire, © Lox p what wilt thou have us to do? ſhew us where- 
fore thou contendeſt with us?“ 


Upon this principle (as well as becauſe what I have to ſay may 
be of general uſe to all mourners) I ſhall not offer any apology 


for my now leading your thoughts to a ſubject of this nature. 
I defign to aſſiſt you, and my own ſoul, in a due improvement 
of an awful ſtroke of providence ; which affects not one family or 
particular church only, nor our interęſt as Proteſtant-Diſſenters 
alone; but has a far more extenſive influence, it is a general 
loſs, I mean the death of the late excellent AN THRONY War. 


BURGE, Eſq; treaſurer of St. Thomas's Hoſpital; a public loſs 


indeed! He was a worthy member of the ſociety, which ſupports 


this lecture, and one of the managers of the affairs relating to it; 
and to ſay the truth, he was an ornament to every ſociety, whe- 
ther civil or religious, who had the honour of having him a 
member. 

Surely it is not fit, that ſuch a light ſhould be withdrawn from 
us, without particular notice taken of it; I therefore thought it 
proper to pay this public reſpect to the memory of ſo deſerving a 
man ; whom I have known in the ſtricteſt intimacies of friend. 
ſhip, almoſt thirty years; the recollection of which will afford 


me ſenſible pleaſure ; ; though it will neceſſarily be mixed with 


pain and grief, when this ſad thought recurs, ©* it is all over: 
L no 
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confidered and improved. 3 
no more entertaining interviews or correſpondence in this world: 
66 ſhall ſee the face of my dear friend no more: I cannot for- 
beat expreſſing my fincere concern in the language of my text, 
T am diſtreſſed for thee, my brother [1]. =— 

Theſe words were originally David's; part of his ſong of la- 
mentation compoſed on the death of his brother Jonathan: theſe 
two, beſides being nearly related by affinity, were (as the ſacred 
hiſtoty informs us) moſt cloſely engaged in the ſtricteſt bonds of 
friendſhip and ſincete affection ; their ſouls were united beyond 
the ties of nature; they had, as it were but one ſoul: ſo the 
philoſopher defines friendſhip, © one ſoul in two bodies [2]: 
hence the Pythagorean deſcription of a friend; one's other-ſelf | 3]. 

This intimate union however was diflolved ; death made a ſe- 
paration ; Jonathan dies, David lives to mourn : his heart bled at 
the recollection of paſt endearments, and then he vented himſelf 
in this mournful ſong : there are ſeveral tender ſtrokes and many 
lofty expreſſions in it; but I ſhall wave the mention of them, and 
conſider only the few words in the text I am diſtreſſed for thee, 


my brother Jonathan] which furniſh us with theſe two general 
heads of diſcourſe ; vis, 


I. The deareſt Glands muſt part by death. 


II. That a parting ſtroke occaſions much diſtreſs to ſurviving 
friends. 


I. The deareſt and moſt intimate friends muſt be parted by 
death. 


B 2 David 


[1] See the Appendix. 

[2] Mz JU & dqwονν owpalar. 

[3] O gies nance Ye % Euſtath. 7 Hom. II. “. 
EF1v 6 g4)05 vos avlos Ariſtot. Eh. 
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David and Jonathan in all probability were as cloſely united 


in mutual affections, as two friends could poſſibly be: neither 


David's diſgrace, nor king Saul's frowns could abate Fonathan's 
love; nor can David's affection be ſuppoſed leſs: they ſhared in 
one anothers comforts, and were equal partners in ſorrows ; but 
death thruſt in its ſcythe and cut the knot aſunder ; their delight- 
ful friendſhip was now broken off, and a final period put to all 
their endearments. And this will be the certain caſe- of all hu- 
man friendſhips, how ſtrongly ſoever cometned 1 : a parting: time 
will come! 

Daily obſervation ſufficiently verifies this truth; death is perpe- 
tually taking its rounds, ſnatching away ſome or other from the 


fond embraces of moſt” loving friends, who can hold them no 
Jonger, though fain they would: 


This world was never deſigned for our everlaſting Bode: : we 
are here only in the quality of ſtrangers and pilgrims ; not at home, 
but paſſing on towards eternity: nor could we reafonably wiſh 


our condition on earth to be otherwiſe ; ſince it cannot furniſh a 


Atisfying happineſs to immortal fouls, which aſpire after ſome- 
thing better and more durable than what this world can give. 
It would therefore be moſt abſurd to wiſh either for ourſelves or 
our friends to live here always; every holy ſoul talks in a higher 
ftrain, like pious Job; I lobe it, I would not tive alway [1]. 

A parting time then we muſt expect; to leave our friends be- 
hind, or to have them firſt removed from us, as the great GOD, 
in whoſe hands all our times are, fhall ſee fit to determine. We 
are all liable to death every moment; we dwell in houſes of clay, 


ſubject to waſte and diſſolve; and our friends being no leſs frail 


than ourſelyes; we muſt neceſſarily ſoon loſe Gght ot one another: 
death 


[:] Job vii. 16. 


2 


5 
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death regards none of the intimacies of friendſhip, none of the 
fondneſſes of the moſt tender and affectionate relations. When 
GOD ſends a commiſſion for the remove of our chriſtian friends, 
it is abſolutely out of our power to ſtop the flying ſoul, or re- 
tard its motion for one moment. We may weep over our friends, 
when we ſce them in their laſt agonies, disfigured with all the. 
ghaſtly horrors of death, we may diſſolve in tears to ſee them die; 
we may catch faſt hold of them, be very unwilling to quit our 
hold or let them go-; but alaſs! all this will avail nothing : we 
have it not in our power by any means to redeem a brother, nor give 
t GOD a ranſom for him, that be ſhould fill live for ever, 
and not ſee corruption [1]. Our tears and lamentations will be 
then as ineffectual to keep our friends from dying, as they will 
be afterwards. to fetch them back. again: for in both caſes it is 


equally true; 
_ Death and the grave have neither eyes nor ears [a]: 5 


Separated we. muſt. be, whenever G0 D ſees. fit: we have 13. 
continuing city here.. 

Now however grievous this may appear to us, when we are. 
actually under the ſmart of ſuch an affliction,. mourning over 2 
dear friend newly dead; yet all things conſidered, there will be 
no juſt cauſe of complaint; there are many qualifying circum- 
ſtances to be taken into the account, which may help to mitigate. 
the pungency of our grief at ſuch ſeaſons :.——but of this more. 
hereafter, —— The obſervation you ſee is unqueſtionably true, that. 
the deareſt friends muſt be parted: our main concern is to 


confider what n improvement we, ſhould make of ſuch a 
truth, 


" fa] Pf. xlix. 9, 9. 
[2] Dr. Watts“ funeral poem on the death 17 Thomas Gunſton, Haq; 
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truth, and of every freſh inſtance which confirms it. And here 
I would ſuggeſt a few ſerious reficCtions. 
R, I, What a vain empty world is this, which cannot infure 
to us the enjoyment of our moſt valuable comforts! | 
Nothing more fully demonſtrates the vanity of the world, than 
the death of our friends. How uncertain all the comforts of 
earth! how unſtable its ſettlements! how fading its beſt enjoy- 


ments! how inſufficient is it then for a pottion ! and how abſurd 


therefore to ſet our hearts upon it! every ſuch ſtroke of provi- 
dence ſhould looſen our affections from this world, and knock 
off the chain, which binds us down to it. | 
The greateſt temporal blefling we are capable of enjoying in 
the preſent world, I take to be, the fociety, good-will and agree- 
able converſation of our chriſtian friends: this ſweetens life, and 
gives a high reliſh to the other injoyments of life, beyond what 
any thing elſe poſſibly can.— I except the favour of GOD; for 
this is neceſſary to ſweeten friendſhip itfelf, and will add the moſt 
grateful flavour to the mutual endearments of the moſt ſincere 
and affectionate friends. IL now ſpeak of mere temporal enjoy- 
ments: riches, hottours, diverſions and amuſements are but bau- 
bles, gilded toys, empty nothings in compariſon of friendſhip : 
715 exhilirates the ſpirits, and throws an agreeable pleaſantry over 
our whole frame ; this makes life paſs on more ſmoothly, it gives 
a fillip and ſpring to our minds, which makes them leſs regard 
the tediouſneſs of the road in which we go, and with greater 
eaſe ſur mount the rubs and difficulties we meet with therein, 
But yet even this bleſſing, though valuable to the higheſt de- 
gree, is of a fading nature, as all other earthly things are: it is 
ſubject to decay, and to be taken away, while we ſojourn here on 


earth : lover and friend may be put far from us, and our acquain- 


tance 
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tance be removed into darkneſs [1]. And is this the certain caſe ? 
how natural then the reflection; there is nothing on earth, that 
ſhould engage a fondneſs for it; moſt juſtly has Solomon inſcribed 
upon all carthly enjoyments, vanity of vanities, all is vanity. | 
R. II. Muſt chriſtian friends be parted, this ſhould teach us to 
moderate our affections towards. them and not to cleave to 
them with too warm and fond a love. 
Are they dying comforts? uſe them as ſuch ; take care they do 
not captivate your hearts ; this is only making the parting harder, 
whenever GOD calls to it, St. Paul's reaſoning has a great deal 
of ſtrength in it: che time is ſhort, and the faſhion of this world paſ- 
feth away, it remaineth therefore that they who have wives be as though 
they had none [2] &c. It highly concerns us to regulate our affections 
towards our neareſt relatives and deareſt friends, to enjoy them in 
ſuch a manner as thoſe who expect a parting, and know not how 
ſoon our mutual friendſhip may be broken off. 
R. III. Muſt pious friends by death be parted, this ſhows how 
carefull we ſhould be to make the beſt improvement we can 
of one another's ſociety, while we continue to live together. 
The death of every friend ſhould excite us to double diligence 
in the diſcharge of duty to thoſe who ſurvive; to do as much 
good 20 them, and get as much good from them as we can: 
this will afford comfort, when the awful ſeparation takes place- 
Parting work is very hard work; and 'tis one of the moſt dil- 
mal formalities of dying, to take leave of valuable friends, whom 
we love as our own fouls: now mothing will help more to a- 
bate and leſſen this difficulty, than a wiſe improvement of mu- 
tual friendſhip and converſe while we live together, In this 


caſe, our own conſciences will not reproach us, at the parting 
tune, 


[1] Pf. Ixxxviii, 18. [2] 1 Cor. vii. 29, 
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time, with having loſt the advantages we might have reaped 
from one another's endeared friendſhip. 

How naturally is ſuch a thought as this ſuggeſted by the death 
of a dear friend? and how ſerviceable may it be to us? Through 
the goodneſs of GOD I am ſurrounded with a rich variety of 
bleſſings: I have pious relations, friends and acquaintance, 
who have a reliſh for the beſt things, and a great regard for 
religion? with theſe I frequently converſe, and we take ſweet 
I fogetber :  ——— all this is very agreeable, and a mercy 

acknowledged with the higheſt gratitude to GOD, who 
bo thus difpoſed our lot, —— © Well, but a time of parting 
« is coming z ; It // come certainly, it may come ſuddenly and 
c ſhortly :* what is the inference a good and wiſe man 
would draw from hence? no other ſurely than this; “ that if 
« we are real friends and truly value one another, we ſhould 
make the beſt we can of each others converſe and acquaintance; 
« ſhould be mutually aſſiſting in our beſt and moſt important 
© intereſts, doing all we can to forward one another in the way 
to heaven; that ſo, whenever we or our friends are called off 
the ſtage of this life, we may have comfort at parting, and 
*« great cauſe to thank GOD for each other to all eternity: 
© with pleaſure then we may bid farewell, a ſort farewell only 
expecting ſoon to meet above. Friendſhips thus improved 
are comfortable, and to be reflected upon with pleaſure and thank- 
folneſs: thus ſaid one upon the death his friend ; © Log, though 
« we cannot but lament our loſs, in thy 7aking him; yet we 
remember with thankfulneſs, that thou gaveſt him.“ 

R. IV. Whenever any of our chriſtian friends are ow from 

us by death, and we ſhall converſe with them here no 
| more; 


* 
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more; we ſhould be excited to the ſtricteſt imitation of 
whatever was amiable in their character or behaviour, 
We have ſeen their manner of life and converſation, we (hall 
fee it no more; they are called up to move in a higher ſphere, 
and to ſhine in a more glorious world, out of the reach of 
our obſervation : we ſhould therefore refreſh our minds with the 
grateful recollection of whatever was commendable in their con- 
duct, and ſhould ſtir up ourſelves to be /o/lowers of them here- 


in; they being dead, yet ſpeak; and where any of our pious friends 


have left bright and ſhining examples of virtue and holineſs, 
death is fo far from lefſening the force of them, that it rather 
gives an accent to all that was lovely in their character: © though 
© they are out of my fight, they ſhall not be out of my mind; 
* they have run their race, and finiſhed their work wwel/; I remem- 
e ber with what care and circumſpection they walked in the days 
* of their fleſh; with what ſollicitous zral they acted for GOD 
« and religion; how diligently they laid themſelves out to be 
c uſeful in the world; what ornaments they were to the chriſti- 
* an name; J/acliites indeed, who had no cauſe to be aſhamed. 
© —Oh my ſoul, go thou and do likewiſe. 

Indeed every example left us, but one, is imperfect: the copy 
of Chriſt's life only is without the leaſt flaw ; nor could this be 


otherwiſe, as he was not only the /%n of man, but alſo the fon g, 


G OD; his divinity ſecured him from any poſſibility of miſtake, 
This perfect example muſt be imitated, as far as we can, to the 
utmoſt degree of exactneſs; but the examples of the beſt of mere 
men muſt be followed, only as they were felhwers , Chriſt: 
nevertheleſs, the examples of many of our godly friends departed, 
with all thir foibles, may be reflected upon with great advantage, 


as they have far out-ftrip'd us in the ways of piety and virtue. 
C R. V. Muſt 
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R. V, Muſt chriſtian friends by death be parted, let us learn 
not to expect too much from them, nor to place too great 
confidence in them. 

We ought indeed to be thankful to GOD, who gives us va- 
luable friends in the houſe of our pilgrimage ; by whoſe kind 
offices the journey of life is performed with leſs uneaſineſs: 
and we ought to love as friends, and make the beft advantage we 
can of one another: but then we muſt remember, that the dear- 
eſt friends muſt part; they are but fading, uncertain, dying com- 
forts at moſt ; how kindly ſoever diſpoſed they may be to ſerve our 
intereſts, we cannot be ſure they will ever be able to execute their 
friendly deſigns; death comes between, cuts the thread of life, 
ſnatches away the deſirable friend; his breath goeth forth, be ge 
turneth to his earth ; in that very day his thoughts periſb [i]; 
his purpoſes of helping us come to nothing, and are broken % 
for ever. 

R. VI. When any friends are parted from us by death, this 
ſhould remind us of our own death approaching, and 
quicken our diligence 1n preparing for ſo awtul an event, 

Our chriſtian friends departed, are but gone before ; and they 
may be ſuppoſed to look back upon us with this language; 
© prepare to follow,” Happy they who obſerve the advice, 
take the warning, attend to the call of providence, and rouſe 
up all their panes to. engage in unwearied endeavours, to get 
al! things ready for their remove into an eternal world! happy 
they, who by thus applying to the work of preparation, have got 
J their work «ell done, againſt the cloſe of life; and when GOD 
bids them die, have nothing to do but to die, and ſo to enter 
into their maſter's joy, If parting with our chriſtian friends have 
this 


11 Pfal. cxlvi. 4. 
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confidered and improved. TT 
this effect upon us, to make us confrder our latter end; we (hall 
then reap bleſſed advantage from their deaths, how negligent 
ſoever we have been wiſely to improve by their Ives. 

R. VII. Muſt the deareſt earthly friends be parted, this teaches 
as to make ſure of the favour of G OD, the beſt of friends, 
from whom even death itſelf cannot part us. 

The more uncertain any creature comforts are found to be? 
with the greater firmneſs of mind ſhould we cleave to G0 D, 


with whom there is m9 vartablene/s, nor the leaſt ſhadow «of 


turning he cannot die, he always was and ever will be the eter- 
nal Jexovan, who has his being of himſelf, and his happineſs 
in himſelf ; he can never ceaſe to be: and thoggh we muſt dic, 
yet we ſhall not be parted from him, if we approve ourſelves 
to him in the time of our trial here upon earth. Let us then 
ſeek his favour with the whole heart, as what will be of more ad- 


vantage to us than the whole world; for in his favour i, life, 


and his loving kindneſs is better than life itſelf [1]: nothing ſhall 
be able to violate his love, or to break it off. In this the apoſtle 
Paul triumphs, and ſo may every fincere chriſtian ; I am perfeeaded, 
that neither life nor death, nor an gels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things preſent nor things lo come, nor height nor Gepth, nor 
any other creature, ſhatl be able to ſeparate us from the live of GOD, 
which is in CuRisT JEsvus our Loxp [2]. Death itſelf, which 
diſſolves all other friendſhips, will not break this bond; it cannot 
ſeparate betwixt GOD and the holy ſoul: no, ſo far from this, 
that it will introduce him into G O D's immediate prefence, and 
eſtabliſh the union fo ſtrongly, as that it ſhall not poſſibly be 
interrupted any more. How earneſt ſhould we all be to ſecure 

C 2 this 


[1] Pſ. xxx. 5. and Ixili. 3. 2 Rom. vii. 38, 39. 
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12 Diſtreſs for the loſs of pious friends, 


ö this invaluable friendſhip ! —— I come now to the ſecond general 
| head, namely 

'! II. A parting breach, ſuch as death occaſions betwixt pious 
; friends, is the cauſe of much diſtreſs to thoſe, who ſurvive. 


J am diſtreſſed for thee, my brother Jonathan! The Hebrew 
word. here uſed, is very ſtrong and emphatical ; it beſpeaks Da- 
%s grief for the loſs of his boſom- friend to be exceeding great 
he could ſcarce tell how to ſuppreſs it; and therefore according 
to the genius of the Hebrew language, it is a broken ſentence, 
an abrupt way of expteſſion; di/tre/s to me[1]. How great the 
. diſtreſs, was not to be ſaid; “ Woe 18 me for my brother Jo- 
* nathan! my brother, my friend is dead! my foul has ſuſtained 
* a dreadful wound; part of itſelf is torn off, the other half lies 
ce bleeding.” 

Nor was David of a fingular temper in this reſpect. Nothing 
perhaps pierces with more acuteneſs, than the death of our be- 
loved friends; and moderate grief on ſuch tender occaſions is 
very allowable, All degrees of concern and ſorrow muſt- not 
be ſuppoſed as forbidden: grief is a natural paſſion, and will work 
upon affecting occaſions, if there be the leaſt degree of tender- 
neſs wrought up into the conſtitution, 

That man muſt be entirely diveſted of human nature, who 
is not impreſied at ſuch mournful ſeaſons : though The grace of 
GOD, where it takes effect, works a ſurprizing change in the 
hearts of men; yet it was never deſigned to deſtroy nature, but 
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| ſr] n. Vox propriè ſignificat talem auguſtiam, ubi non tantum foris ubique 
obſidemur ab hoſtibus, aut circumdati ſumus periculis, ut evadere aut elabi nuſ-_ 

quam poſlimus; ſed etiam ubi cor dolore ac metu ita conſtringitur, ut neſciat 

; 140 ſeſe vertat, nec invenire aliquod remedium præſenti malo poſſit. 

| _ Moller, in Thren, I. 3. 
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only to regulate it; to prevent grief from being boiſterous and 
unruly, and to keep it within the bounds of reaſon and religion. 
The goſpel of CyrIsT was never intended to encourage a Stoi- 
cal apathy and ſtupidneſs; nor to transform men into ſtocks and 
ſtones: it is calculated to raiſe and elevate our natures, but not 
to ſink and debaſe them : chriſtians have a ſympathy with the 
diſtreſs of others, and a tender ſenſe of their cum trials; they feel 
their burden, and may groan under the preſſure of it; great al- 
lowances are made by G0 D, and ſhould be made by men, for 
the ſorrowful and afflicted. 
To mourn for the dead (eſpecially the godly dead, and ſuch as 
have been excecding uſeful and might have been ſo for many future 
years) both nature and grace teach, and G OD-himlelt expects; 
to die unlamented is ſpoken of as a curſe: in the caſe of Feboi a- 
lon of Joſab King of Judab (a profligate wretch though the 
{on of an excellent father) GOD denounceth this curſe; that 
whenever he died, they ſpall not Iament for him, ſaying ah my brother, 
or ah my Siſter ; they ſhall not lament for him, ſaying, ah Lord or 
ab his glory ; be ſhall be buried with the burial of an Afi [1]. 
But though ſorrow upon account of deceaſed friends thus 
natural and allowable, and indeed expected both by GO D and. 
man, yet it muſt be duely temper'd ; chriſtianity muſt ſet bounds. 
to it ; it muſt not be ſuffered to riſe zoo high, ſo as to make us fret 
or murmur againſt GOD ; nor to fink us fo low, as to unfit us for 
the duties of life: there is a beautiful medium to be obfervyed, 
The honour of G OD, the credit of religion, and iadeed the repu- 
tation of our deceaſed friends, do jointly demand that we ſhould. 
moderate our ſorrows, when any of them die away from us; we. 
ſhould behave with a proper ſubmiſſion to the will of G OD, wh 


has 
[!] Jer. xxii. 18, 19. 
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14 Diſtreſs for the 1/5 of pious friends, 


has ſeen fit to remove them; and in a way congruous to the hopes 


we have, that it is el with them; whoſe death we cannot howe- 


ver but mourn and lament, 


Under this head I propoſe diſtinctly to conſider, 
1, What thoſe circumſtances of loſs are in the death of our pious 
friends, which occaſion diſtreſs to thoſe who ſurvive, and will 
juſtifie their grief on that account: and 


11. I ſhall mention ſome conſiderations, which will help to tre- 


lieve us under ſuch diſtreſs, and keep our grief from being untea- 
ſonable and exorbitant. 


1. What thoſe circumſtances of loſs are in the death of our 


pious friends, which occaſion diſtreſs to thoſe who ſurvive, 


and will juſtifie their grief on that account. 


I ſhall here ſuggeſt a few hints, which are too tender to dwell 


long upon, and the weight of which every true mourner feels. 
A. When our chriſtian friends are by death parted from us, we 


loſe the pleaſure of their agreeable ſociety and converſation. The very 


ſight of a beloved friend is reviving: it is one of the higheſt plea- 


ſares of life, to converſe with thoſe we love: when death comes, 


this is all at an end; all friendly intercourſe, ſuch as mortals have, 
is cut of? for ever: the diſtance betwixt heaven and earth will not 
admit any interviews or correſpondence between fellow-creatures; 
but at death this is the accent of ſorrow, *©* I ſhall fee my triend's 


«K face no more,” 


B. We loſe their Friend) advice. It is a moſt deſirable thing 
to have friends near us, to conſult with upon occaſions of emergen- 
cy ; or ſuch, as will have an eye over us, and are tenderly diſpoſed 
to help us in the conduct of life, by their Kind admonitions and in- 
ſtructions; efpeciully in caſes of difficulty and importance: ſome 
ſew ſuch friends there are in the world! and if any of us enjoy 


ſuch, 
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 Confidered and improved 15 
ſuch, we ſhould eſteem it a great privilege and be thankful to G OD 
for it. — But then death puts an end to all this! —-- © my friend 
e gone, his kind advice loſt, I can no more conſult him about 
« my affairs; whilſt he lived, I knew where to apply for com- 
fort and counſel, and was always ſure of the moſt kind recep- 
tion, and moſt able advice: but all this no more! inc ill 
« lachrym@! hence this grief for my deceaſed friend! — and 15 
ce there not a couſe 7? 

C. Sorrow communicated and grief impart:d is a great relief 
to a troubled mind.: it is an advantageons circumſtance in true 
friendſhip, that when our hearts are almoſt overwhelmed with 
forrow, we can lighten our own burden by laying part of it in 
the boſom of a ſympathizing friend. How happily have preſſing 
ſorrows been removed or aſſwaged by this means, which would 
otherwiſe in all probability have been inſupportable! — bat the 
death of my friend ſhuts up this ſcene : © I have no fuch fiend 
e left, to whom to vent my grief or tell my ſorrows ; no won- 


* der then I mourn my loſs! Hove pity upon me, have fity pon 


i me, O ye my Jon, for the hand of GOD bath tou led 
* me [1]. 

D. Joys imparted are doubled. A ſincere friend rejoices in our 
proſperity, as well as ſympathizes in our diſtteſs: ſuch an one 
ſeems to take a pleaſing ſhare in or comtorts, relifhing them 
in ſome ſenſe as if they were his own; this greatly heightens the 
ſatisfaction to ourſelves, When the providence of GOD ſmiles 
upon us, how doubly bleſſed are we, to find our friends inter- 
eſted in our happineſs, and appearing as much delighted, as if 
they felt it all themſelves — but death puts a final period to 


this alſo ! 98 
E. We 


— 


[1] Job xix, 21, 
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16 Diſtreſs for the Jos of pious friends, 


E. We loſe the advantage of their prayers, and their kind 
aſſiſtance in our beſt concerns. It is a great happineſs to have pray- 
ing friends; ſuch as have power with GOD, and can prevail [1]; 
a character derived from Jacob to all his genuine ſeed. We can 
ſcarce value ſuch friends too much, our praying friends, who are 
frequently pleading and wreſtling with GOD in onr behalf; 
ſuch as are truly concerned for our beſt welfare, and do what 
they can to excite us to a due concern for it ourſelves : theſe 
are friends indeed and as it is a great mercy to have ſuch; fo 
it is juſt cauſe of ſorrow, when any ſuch are removed from us. 

But when J ſay, we lole the advantage of their prayers; I 
would be underſtood to mean no more than this; “ that they 
* will pray to GOD for us #0 more; we miſs the benefit of 
* thoſe prayers, which without all doubt they would have put 
< up for us, had GOD prolonged their lives: not that we 
loſe the advantage of thoſe prayers, which our godly friends 
have put up for us in the days of their fleſh, No! bleſſed 
he GOD, their prayers are lodged in heaven, kept as it were 
upon a file, or regiſtered in a book af remembrance before GOD, 


and we may expect to fare the better for them long after our 


friends are dead and gone; for GOD records them, and ſooner 
or later will anſwer them. 


This I eſteem the greateſt advantage of having pious friends or 


relations, and peculiarly of being deſcended from a race of holy 


anceſtors, born of religious parents; ſuch as dealt much in prayer, 
and have laid up many prayers in heaven for their childen, and 
their poſterity ; theſe may be anſwered in a liberal ſupply of all 
ncedful bleſſings from one generation to another, ---- This, Sirs, is 
the moſt noble and honourable deſcent! to be the ſeed of the godly, 


* 


[1] Gen, xxxii. 28, 
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is infinitely nns to the pomp and ſplendaur af the highe(? 
extraction on earth! | | 

Theſe ſeveral W e of the loſs, which we ſuſtain by 
the death of our friends will juſtify our grief on ſuch ſad occa- 
ſions: ſuch a parting ſtroke muſt cut deep, and we may expreſs 
our tender ſenſation of it. But let us no longer dwell upon the 
dark ſide of the caſe; let us ſhift the ſcene, by turning to ſome- 

thing more bright. and comfortable, - I would therefore mention 
11, Thoſe conſiderations, ' which will help to relieve us 
under ſuch diſtreſs, ' and keep our forrow from being unrea- 


{onable and exorbitant. 
Though ſuch affliftions are ſharp and . yet, GOD be 
thanked ! we are not left to fink under them: proviſion is made 


in the goſpel of CaRIsT for our ſupport and comfort: the con- 
ſolations of G OD are neither few nor ſmall ; and theſe ſhouſd 


be our ſong in the houſe of our pilgrimage ; theſe ſhould revive 
the mourning ſoul in the moft gloomy ſeaſon of ſorrow : this is 
the time to evidence the ſtrength of chriſtian principles; and we 
ſhould let the world ſee, that we have ſupports, which they know 
nothing of, The chriſtian religion is calculated to keep the paſſi- 
ons cool, and to regulate the affections, that there may not be 
any unſeemly fallies, even under the ſharpeſt afflictions; and ac- 
cordingly there are in the goſpel thoſe principles advanced, which if 
| duly attended to and carefully practiſed upon, will produce ſuch 
defirable effects, and compoſe the mind to a calm ſubmiſſion, 
whenever GOD fees fit to take away our moſt valuable earthly 


comforts. | 
Let me mention a few. 
A. Under ſuch afflictions the goſpel directs our eyes upwards, 
and points to the band, which ſtrikes our comforts dead, 
D 


18 Diſtreſs for tbr ige vf pious friends, 

We mourn and ſay, „ our friend is dead; but let us conſider, 
who has made this breach upon us: and this thought ſhould ſup- 
preſs all murmurings. It was not by chance or by accident my 
friend died, but by the ſovereign determination of him, who is 
Lox D of life and death: (ſhould I not then like AARON held my 
peace [1]? or with Davin, 54 dumb and not open my mouth [2] # 
or, if I fay any thing, ſhould it not be in the reſigned language 
of good old Ef upon a moſt tender occafion ; ' I 3s the Lokn, 
let bim do what ſeemeth good in his fight [4]. 

The great GOD has an unquaſtionable right, to do what he 
will with His own, A firm belief in the providence of GOD; 
and that nothing befalls us, but by his direction or permiſſion, 
would break the force of our afflictions; nor can we better con- 
ſult our own eaſe, than by ſtrengthening our faith in the govern- 
ing providence of GOD. This would furniſh us with fufhcient 
anſwers to all the objections, raiſed by cortupt nature from the 


' troubles, which the beg of men are often exerciſed with in this 
preſent ſtate. 


It is the Logp ; who is the objaute pr froprieter of al things, 
and ray act as he pleaſes. 


It is the Lord, whom our deceaſed friends avowed and ſerved 
a8 7beir Lord. He bad a prior right to them, Which they had 
recognized; and given their full conſent, that GOD ſhould ex- 
erciſe it as he ſaw fit; they were his covenant-ſervants; and 
the tenour of the obligation on their part was, that G OD 
(hould diſpoſe of them and their concerns, as he pleaſed; and they 
would ſubmit; as humble and dutiful ſervants: ſorely then GO D 
may fix the ſtations of his ſervants, where he pleaſes ! 


os It 
[1] Levit, x. 3. [2] Pf, xxxix, 9. [#3] 1 Sam. iii, 8. 
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It is the LoR D, whom we ourſelves have choſen for & Lord: 
our ſouls have ſaid unto him, thou art out GOD ; by virtue of 
which choice we have yielded ourſelves and all we call our, 
our friends and all our concerns, to be entirely at his ſovereign 
diſpoſal ; we conſented, that GO D ſhould manage us and ours 
as NE {aw proper: and when G0 D exerciſes this power, ſhalt 
we pretend to murmur or find fault, becauſe it is in way per- 
haps not altogether grateful to us, or what we in our greet _ 
dm wonld not have choſen? | 

It is the Lox», a being of infinite ies, and always does 
what is-fitteſt to be done, We cannot at preſent account for 
every ſtep of his conduct in various inſtances of his acting: yet 
we may be fure, that he who fees the end from the beginning, 
who takes in the whole compa of things in one comptehenſive 
view, does nothing but what is wie and fir, and all things con- 
ſider d, the beft to be done, 

It is the Loms, a being infanitdy guſt, His hand may touch 
us Tore, bat he can't poſſibly do us an mury. 

Once more; He is infinitely good, gracious and merciful : 
GO D cannot wrong us, neither is he difpoſed to 417 us: * 18 
too tender of his children, evet to give them cauſe of complaint; 
the rebakes of his providence are deſigned for their advantage, and 
often prove ſo: phyſick is ſometimes as neceſſary as food. Al 
things ſhall work together for good. to them, that love GO D [1]. 

B. In ſuch afflicted caſes we ſhould endeavour t biet the ſtroke 
of providence in a true and proper light * conſider it in all its eir- 
cumſtances; ſuch as will help to allay the ſorrow, as well as thoſe 
which would increaſe it. 


D + e have 


II Rom. viil, 28. 
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are we quite ſtript bare. 


20 Diſtreſs for the loſs of pious friends, 

© have loſt, ſay you, a moſt endeared relative, or a boſom- 
* friend ; one whom I loved as my own foul; in whoſe ſociety 
c and conyerſe J have taken great delight,” An affecting ſtroke | 
a ſore trial indeed but then conſider ; © did you not know, that 
this your friend was mortal, and would ſome time go the way 
, all the earth Ii]? There is no ſurprize, nothing new in 
his death, it is only what was to be expected. But it ſeerns 
the blow is given, and the parting come on ſooner, than you thought 
for ; you wiſhed to have enjoyed your friend longer: — this is the. 
caſe : and now conſider ; wilt the circamſtance of a little time 
juſtify exceſſive ſorrow ?: does it much fignify,. whether a little 
ſooner or a little later? ſhould this make any diſpute betwixt. 
GOD and you? our friends are frail and ſo are we; ſome are 
gone, others are going, and we ourſelves are haſtening apace into 
an eternal- world; nor could we wiſh for them or ourſelves to 
dwell for ever in this vale of tears: then ſurely we may well 
be content; that G O D. ſhould determine which is the fitteſt point 
of time, either for them or for ourſelves to * this mortal. 
ſtage [a]. 
C. It is ſome comfort under the lass of our good 4 to 
conſider that all our mercies are not taken auay. | 

One blow might bereave us of all at once and if G0 D dealt 
with us according to our deſerts, we could expect no other: but 
bleſſed be his name, this is not his manner of acting; when he 


calls us to ing of judgment, he till leaves us room to g of 


mercy : all our friends, all our enpymenta,, are not gone; nor 


The 

(13 Toſh, xxiii. 14. | 

[2] I cannot forbear here recommending to the ſerious peruſal of all in ſuch. 

afflicted caſes, an incomparable treatiſe of my dear- and hongured friend, Dr. 
Grofvener, entitled, The Mourner, 


x. LOT „ „„ OR RY Oe TI > SFM 


W * 


conſidered and improved. 21 


The great unhappineſs of moſt men in diſtreſs is, that they 
are apt to overlook their mercies; their eyes being darkened by 


tears of ſorrow, all things appear gloomy and fad to them: 
but this ought” not ſo to be. GOD be thanked! there is a 
bright ſide even to the darkeſt providence, 

It was a curſed temper in Haman, in the height of his proſ- 
perity, when he had as much grandeur, riches and dignity as 
any reaſonable man could well defire; yet becauſe one particular 
thing was not according to his mind [becauſe Mordecai did not 
gratify his haughty ſpirit. in ſuch a reverential obeiſance, as he 
expected] all this, ſays he, availeth me nothing [1], —— It will 
be no leſs criminal in us, if becauſe GO D has removed one: 
or, another valuable friend, we ſhould indulge to grief, as it 
all our other mercies were gone, and buried in the fame com- 
mon grave. Have we not other friends left? thoſe who ſurvive 
may be the inſtruments of providence, to ſupply the place of 
them wha are fallen aſleep. I bleſs GOD, he has not ꝛbritten 
me nn or he can raiſe me up new friends, inſtead of ibo 1. 
have loſt. 

But ſuppoſe, lover and friend were put far from me, and all. 
my acquaintance and creature-comforts were removed % dark-- 
neſs : yet even in this deſtitute condition I muſt not fink; for my 
GOD ſtill lives; aud I have in him a friend, who will never 
leave me nor forſake me; in him I may be happy, though all my 
earthly comforts are taken away: G OD is abundantly able to- 
make up the loſs of all other friends, and he has given me encoura- 
gement to expect he will; for every faint, every believer has a right 
to the comfort of that, which was David's great ſupport ; when 
my father and my mother (my deareſt and moſt neceſſary friends) 


 forſaks- 


1] Eſth. v. 13. 
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forſake me, then the Loxp will take me up[1]; he will more Im- 
mediately concern himſelf for the welfare of his people, when 
human help fails or is cut off, 


D. The apprehenfion we have, that gur departed friends are 


commenced happy, ſhould be a grand ſupport to us under the loſs. 


of them, and ſhould forbid inordinate forrow, . 

The honour of our chriſtian friends deceaſed, as well as * ere- 
dit of religion, requires that we ſhould moderate our grief upon 
ſuch melancholy occaſions; we may forrow, but not as others 
Which have no hope [2]. Heathens and Infidels had not the hope 


with reſpect to their dead, which the goſpel furniſhes in reference 


to thoſe, who die in the LoRD : a voice from heaven, confirmed 
by the teſtimony of the Hol & Spirit, bas pronounced ſuch to 


be bleſed[3]: — the notions of heathens about the „es hap- 


pineſs after death, were very low, uncertain and imperfect: and 
the docttine of the reſurrectian of the bydy they were abſolutely ig- 
norant of; this is purely a doctrine of the chriſtian revelation , 
ſo far from being received into the Pagan theology, that it was 
accounted the moſt abſurd doQrine imaginable, and ridicul'd as 
luch by the generality of the infidel world; it being (as Origen 
tells us) © a myſtery, which unbelievers laugh'd at with contempt 
and ridicule.” [4] Thoſe, who conſider death, as an utter dif- 


/olution of the man, who have little or no expectation of a future 


happineſs, may be allowed to be as extravagant as they pleaſe in 


their ſorrows, when their friends are thus entzrely (as they ima- 


gine) demoliſhed accordingly the ſorrow of many beathens upon 
ſuch occaſions was extravagant and monſtrous; nor did they think 
it poſſible to exceed bounds: nay, if their ſorrow happened not to be 
real, they thought it neceſſary to put on a caunter eit one: this 


; they 
[1] Pf. xxvii. 10. [2] 1 Thefl. iv, 13. [3] Rev, xiv. 13. 
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they expreſſed too in a moſt wild and ſtupid manner; by cutting 
their fleſh, renting their cloaths, tearing off their hair, making 
themſelves bald, and by dolefyl ſongs, which were ſometimes 
ſet to muſick. The Tews had likewiſe learned many of theſe 
things from their pagan neighbours: chriftianity allows no ſuch 
frantick airs ; but prohibits all unſeernly exceſſes, and recommends. 
a calm and quiet ſubmiſſion to the will of GO D. 

We believe that GOD has prepared a glorious inheritance in 
the heavenly world for all, who faithfully ſerve him in this: 
-— we believe that, through the merits and interceſſion of Jesus 
CaR1sT, all his people ſhall at death be tranſlated to that bleſſed 
ſtate, to be with bim in paradiſe : ---- let us diſcover the effica- 
cy of this faith, when our pious friends die: and though we 
cannot think of the lofs, we fuſtain by their death, without 
diſtreſs of mind; yet the well-grounded aſſurance we have, that 
they are great gainers thereby, ſhoald certainly moderate our ſor- 
rows: ye loved me (ſaid CHRIST to his difciples, juſt before 
he took his leave of them) ye would rejoice becauſe, I ſaid J go 
to the father [1]. It is not love to our chriſtian fr;ends, that would 
make us defirous to keep them out of heaven; it is a love to 
ourſelves, that makes us unwilling to let them go. 

Herodotus, the Greek hiſtorian ſpeaking of ſome of the Thracian 
cuſtoms, tells us; that the Traufe rejaice when any of their friends 
% die, becauſe they are releaſed from all the miſeries of morta- 
« lity, and are entered into a ſtate of happineſs: but when an 
&« infant is born, his relations fit round about bim, deploring his 
miſerable condition, and at, large repeat and go over the nu- 
* merous troubles and ſufferings, which attend human life, ope- 


% ning in a long detail all the miſcries incident to mankind [2]. 
and 


A 


1 John xiv. 28. [2] Herod, Gr. I. 5. p. 289. 


24 Diſtreſs for the loſs of pious friends, 
and Plutarch ſays; © a good man, when he dies, is worthy no 
« ſo much of lamentations, as of hymns and praiſes [].“ The 
primitive chriſtians, we are told, were uſed to ſing triumphant 
pſalms at funerals, to ſhie w the high hopes they had of the happineſs 
of their departed friends; and indeed the day of a good man's 
death is far better to him, than the day of his birth[2]; and 
on this account really much more to be agen in, both by 
himſelf and by his ſurviving friends. 

If the goſpel is true, we maſt conclude, ' that our departed 
chriſtian friends have exchanged worlds to their unſpeakable ad- 
vantage; It is better with them than when they were here ; they 
are happily eſcaped out of this vale of tears, got -out of the reach 
of all troubles and dangers, fafely houſed and ſecure from all 
ſtorms ; their ſouls are entered into reſt, have joined the aſſembly 
of Angels and the ſpirits of juſt men made perſect; they are now 
ſinging the ſong of Meſes and the lamb, ſatisfying themſelves with 
that fulneſs of yoy and thoſe unmixed pleaſures, which are at 
GO D's right band for evermore [3]: — in a word, they are fully 
happy, perfectly delighted with their own advanced and improved 
circumſtances, and would not for ten thouſand worlds be remand- 
ed to this earth; no, not to converſe with the deareſt friends 
they have left behind; though once they delighted exceedingly in 
their ſociety : — they now know and feel ſomething infinitely ſu- 
perior to the moſt refined pleaſures of this life; ſomething, which 


human words cannot expreſs, nor mortal minds ſtretch to form 


an adequate notion of : they are now exalted to the higheſt hap- 
pineſs their ſouls are capable of; except what additional joy may 
ariſe from the re- union of their bodies, when they ſhall he raiſed 


incorruptible, glorious, lively and ſpiritual : for ſo ſhall be the re- 
ſurrection of the juſt [4]. 


Let 
#1] Plut, Conſol. Apol, 


2] Eccleſ. vii. xz, 3] Pf, xvi. II. [4] 1 Cor xv, 
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Let us thus think of our departed friends, as dwelling 'in the 
immediate preſence of GO D, bearing their part in the ſublime 
ſervices of heaven, and refreſhing themſelves with the joys of that 
glorious world; and ſure we cannot allow ourſelves to grieve in- 


ordinately for their death: eſpecially, 

E. Since we have the pleaſing hopes of meeting our godly 
Friends again in that bleſſed world. 

That pious friends ſhall meet in heaven, fo as to know and 
to converſe with each other, I make no manner of doubt : but 
what are the mediums of converſation and acquaintance there; as 
well as, how grand and exquiſite the raptures of their mutual joy 
will then be, heaven alone can explain : our friendſhip there will 
be refined, and ſhall be eternal; always improving without any 
interruption, or the leaſt danger of another parting. 

I have now finiſhed my ſubject, and have ſuggeſted ſeveral 
things, which I hope may be of ſervice to us in any fad ſeaſons, 
when we are lamenting our dear friends taken from us. 

I cloſe with this earneſt addreſs to heaven, in which I am 
13 I ſhall have all of you concurting; GOD of his 

infinite goodneſs grant, that we who till ſurvive, and are now 
« worſhiping him in his courts on earth, may obtain mercy to 
«© be faithful, to acquit ourſelves well in this ſtate of trial, that 
© whenever the time of our departure ſhall come, we may be ad- 
* mitted into the heavenly ftate, and there mcet with all our 
e chriſtian friends already departed ; and fo may be together tor 


« ever with the Lord!” AMEx ! 
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Thought it better not to inſert much of the character of my 
deceaſed friend in the body of the Sermon: but cannot for- 
bear, by way of Appendix, to ſuggeſt a few hints, which well de- 
ſerve notice: and I wiſh to GOD, all our gentlemen and per- 
ſons of figure and reputation in * were ſuch as he wes: the 
Mort account I ſhall give of him, is founded chiefly on perſonal 
knowledge; and what T dare appeal to * reſt of nn. 
acquaintance for the truth of. 
The firſt and leading part of every man's character is, the 
regard he has for GOD and refigim.——And with reſpe& to 


this, I have it to ſay, that Mr. AnTHony WAtBuRGE was a 


thorough believer in the chtiſtian revelation : and this, not acci- 
dentally, but upon mature conſideration and careful examination ; 
for he had diligently ſtudied his bible, and formed his principles 
upon that; and would ſometimes converte with particular friends 
upon controverted points with great freedom, and moſt ſurprizing 
perſpicuity. I remember with peculiar pleaſure the hours, I have 
formerly ſpent with him and two or three more friends, when 
the converſation has turned upon ſuch ſubjects, 


He 
WI 
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He always treated ſfacied things with great reverence; and: yas 
never mare diſpleaſed, than by the ludicrous and reproachful 
manner in which the doctrine of JEsvs, has of late years heen 
inſulted by our modern free-thinkers. He was far from being a 
bigot himſelf, and was willing to allow all men to judge for them- 
ſelves, and freely to debate matters: but he was too modeſt, too 
good, and too wiſe a man to admit the ſneers and ſcoffs of 
fools for arguments of weight. I have formerly heard him with 
great gravity reprove and check ſome ſuch ſcoffers; but as I 
ſuppaſe, he judged it ſeldom anſwered any good purpoſe to 
eaſt pear! before juch ſivine; ſo he generally choſe to diſcover his 
diſlike of ſuch converſation by ſilently withdrawing from the 
company, | 

He had a great regard to the ordipances and inſtitutions of the 
chriſtian worſhip, and conſtantly attended upon them, and be- 
haved always with becoming ſeriouſneſs and devotion, as in the 
nce of GOD. I ſcarce ever knew a more attentive and te- 
vejent hearer of the word of GOD ; and he formed both his 
mind and his life upon the goſpel plan, He was a good chriſtian 
without poiſe, ſhow, or the leaſt degree of affectation 

As Mr. #alburge was truly godly in his deportment towards 
GOD; fo was he /0ber, as to the government of his own pal- 
ſions and affections ; thoroughly regular in every part of life, 
and was remarkably happy for in an even and compoſed temper, 
beyond moſt men I ever knew; never much elated or much 
deprefled, in all the intercour ſes of our mutual friendſhip I never 
fee him out of temper; or in any warmth or heat. 

Nor did righteouſneſs leſs appear in his tranſactions with fel- 
lo creatures: he was ſtrictly juſt and honeſt ; always ready to 
any office of kindneſs and compaſſion to the diſtreſſed ; and al- 

ways 
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ways diſpoſed to put the moſt favourable conſtruction upon the 


- behaviour of others, I never in the whole courſe of our intima- 


ey heard him ſay a hard word of any man: and when ſevere 
cenſures have been paſſed by ſome of the company upon abſent 
perſons, and he has been aſked his thoughts on their conduct 
he never faid more than, © it was not right; they ſhould not 
© {urelyhave acted fo” ; regarding only the thing, without cenſu- 
ring the perſon, A moſt lovely temper and behaviour! worthy 
of univerſal imitation |! | 1 

He had a ſurpriz ing capacity for buſineſs, and with the utmoſt 
facility and exactneſs diſpatched a great deal: he was above twenty 
years treaſurer to the Preſbyterian fund; and with vaſt tender- 
neſs and pleaſure went through the bulineſs of it, to the com- 
fort and approbation of all concerned, whether in giving or receiv- 
ng]. From this ſeriice, which he with much reluctance quit- 
ted, he was called by the unanimous vote of all the governors 


to be treaſurer of St. Thomas's Hoſpital, in the room of my much 
reſpected friend Samuel Leſingbam Eſq; who had diſcharged the 
duty of that office for ſeveral. years with great honour, but was 


obliged by his ill ſtate of health to reſign. | He has outlived his 


ſucceſſor; and I pray G OD his valuable life may be ſpared for 


further uſefulneſs, in private life, though he is unhappily cu: 


off from more public {ervice | 


No man more diſpoſed than Mr. Walburge to every friend] 


office, when applyed to; and he had a great knowledge both o 


men and things, whereby he was rendered more capable of be 
; in, 
Li] N. B. This is a charity collected annually in the congregations of t! 
Preſoyterians in Landon and Weſtminſter for the ſupport of poor miniſters ai 
congregations in the country; to which annual allowances are granted; befic 
extraordinary ſupplies in cafes of emergency; and as gifts or legacies admit, 
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ing ſerviceable to the neceſſitous and deſerving. I have been told 
by very underſtanding men, that there was ſcarce any citizen of 
London was better acquainted with the conſtitution and cuſtoms 
of this great metropolis than he was, 

He was good in every relation of life; and I believe as much 
eſteemed and valued by all, who knew him, as any man could poſ- 
ſibly be; nor do I wonder there was ſuch a gloom upon the counte- 
nances of multitudes, when the fad account of his death was firſt 
publiſhed, I never knew a man in his rank. of life fo generally 
lamented, It was a vaſt ſhock, I am ſure, to myſelf; for fo 
it happened, that I never heard-a ſingle word of my friends ſick- 
neſs, till he was actually dead; and by this means was prevented 
ſeeing him ia his laſt illneſs, as I ſhould moſt gladly have done.— 

But he went out of the world with as much privacy, and as 
little obſervation as he lived in it: he ſtole away to heaven: for 
I doubt not, but he is now exalted to a diſtinguiſhed manſion of 
bleſſedneſs in our heavenly father's houſe: and there J hope in 
GO D's due time, to meet him with joy, that cannot at pre- 
ſent be expreſſed or conceived, \ 

Mr. Walburge died about eight of the clock in the evening, June 
23, 1749, And the next evening, a publick news-paper [I] no- 
tified his death, with a ſhort account of him, drawn up by ſome 
judicious and able friend, I ſuppoſe, which I think worth pre- 
ſerving; and therefore I ſubjoin it here: 

« To the unſpeakable loſs of the publick, yeſterday in the eve- 
'© ning died, in the vigour of his life, of a violent fever, Antho- 
„ ny Walburge Eſq; treaſurer of St. Thomas's hoſpital, and a 
% governour of divers other hoſpitals and charitable foundations 
« in and near this city; whoſe underſtanding was ſuch as quali- 

F —_ 


[1] General Evening Poſt, 
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« and charity. 


* natural modeſty of temper, diſpoſed him to ſeek his own hap- 
« pineſs in retired life ; but he ſuffered himſelf to be called out 
e to action, to promote the happineſs of others. They who re- 
ce pret not this ſad event, knew him not, or have no eſteem for 
*« diſtinguiſhed virtue; whilſt they they who were well acquain. 
<« ted with him, and have any love to mankind, know not how 
tao ſupport the loſs”, 


APPENDIX. 
<« fied him for any ſtation, however eminent; whilſt the bene vo- 
* lence of his heart engaged him entirely in offices of humanity 
His love of contemplation, - joined with a 


* 


